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The first garrison wide Community Awareness day
was held Oct. 15 with a wealth of displays, exhibits,
events and participants.

A plethora of organizations came together to pro-
vide entertainment and education in the theme of
“Kitchen Safety” for young and old attendees, includ-
ing the APG Fire and Police departments; Army
Substance Abuse Program office; Morale, Welfare
and Recreation; Army Community Service and Child
and Youth services.

Combining a number of events that happen on a
yearly basis, Community Awareness Day took the
place of festivals to celebrate Crime Prevention
Month, Fire Safety Week, CYS Fest and the Red
Ribbon Campaign.

Beginning with a Drug Free Fun Run, sponsored by
the Army Substance Abuse Program, the day was
filled with demonstrations, visitors, activities and
games.

Throughout the day, hotdogs and drinks were
served to all. At noon, the police department celebrat-
ed "McGruff the Crime Fighting Dog's" 25th anniver-
sary with cake for everyone.

The day’s major events included a martial arts
demonstration; an auto rescue, an auto fire, two
kitchen fires and a Christmas tree fire demonstration
by the APG Fire Department; a SWAT team demo; a
trench rescue put on by Harford County’s Trench
Rescue Squad and a free movie, "March of the
Penguins," at the Post Theater.

Grand Master Irving Soto, an APG police officer
and Jujitsu instructor, hosted the martial arts demon-
stration assisted by his long-

time student Stephen Taylor. Soto showed the crowd
basic balancing and jump techniques. The highlight of
the show was a demonstration of power, in which
Soto broke five wooden boards with his elbow and
one with his fist.

The crowd moved from there to the bleachers on
Frankford Avenue to watch an auto fire demonstration
during which firefighters responded to an automobile
fire. The crowd cheered as firefighters exited the fire
engine in full gear and extinguished the fire, seem-
ingly in a matter of seconds. 

All were invited to the rear of the station to watch
the kitchen and Christmas tree fire demonstrations.

Hosted by Andre Fournier, fire prevention special-
ist, fire inspector T.S. Stanford and firefighter George
Hollenbaugh used a mobile kitchen unit to show how
easily and quickly fires can start and spread on an
unmonitored stove. 

"Eighty percent of fires in the home begin in the
kitchen," Fournier told the crowd. 

The crowd watched as heat waves rose from a pan
of grease heating on the oven. A dish towel carelessly
hung over the stove showed how easily kitchen fires
can start.

"Most people say they ‘only left the stove for a few
seconds,’ but as you can see it takes longer than a few
seconds," Fournier said.

He added that once a fire is discovered on the
stove, there are do’s and don'ts that people should
know.

Demonstrating this, Hollenbaugh threw a glass of
water on the smoking grease, which produced a fire-
ball of flames that quickly spread up the wall to the
cabinets.

"Throwing water on a grease fire is the worst thing
you can do," Fournier said, adding that "every
kitchen should have a two and one-half pound fire
extinguisher."

Dressed in full firefighting gear, Col. John T.
Wright, APG Garrison and deputy installation com-
mander, moved in with a hose to extinguish the
kitchen fire, using training he received from the Fire
Department a week prior.

Next was the Christmas tree demonstration in
which the crowd learned the importance of keeping
their trees watered.

Fire Prevention Inspector Doug Farrington
explained that three displayed trees were cut weeks

apart and had received little to no water.
"Folks don't realize the trees they buy in

December were cut in the summer," he said.
"It's important that your tree gets water

everyday."

He added that consumers should cut one inch off
the trunk of the tree before placing it in water.

Using a hand torch, firefighters had difficulty light-
ing the first two trees which had received water, but
the third, which was totally dry, went up quickly.

"As soon as the needles start falling on your floor,
it's time to get that tree out of your home," Farrington
said.

Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Elvis Irby, who also
trained with the Fire Department, extinguished the
tree fire.

Parents and children all seemed to enjoy the day.
Brad Provenza, a U.S. Army Test Center employee,

said he attended the fire prevention week activities
last year with his wife Stephanie and son Joey, 5.

"They really had great activities," Provenza said.
“This is a really well done event, very educational and
fun." 

"The day was wonderful," added Gina Smith, a
family child care provider who was out with her
daughter Brittany, 11 and son Brandon, 3.

"You can see they really thought about the kids
because they had a lot of activities for them," she said.

Staff Sgt. Mike Aloisi, 389th Army Band (AMC's
Own), said that he, his wife and five children "had a
great time."

"We stayed busy. There was something to do all
day," Aloisi said, adding that his children, ages 1, 2, 4,
6 and 7, enjoyed the arts and craft activities and the
helicopters the most.

"I hope everyone appreciated the band's Jazz
Combo," Aloisi added. "They threw it together in just
a couple of days so they could participate."

The Jazz Combo included Sgts. Sean David
McGoran on flugelhorn, Curtis Kerns on keyboard,
Daniel Moyer on drums, and Spcs. Rudolfo Fortado
on bass and David Jimenez on guitar.

Other activities included the Child and Youth
Services bounce house; various booths with arts,
crafts and safe cooking projects and "Nothing Up My
Sleeve," who provided "Sponge Bob Squarepants,”
balloon critters, body art and face painting.

Youth Sports sponsored a Golf Long Drive
Contest, Football Throw, Soccer Shoot Out and
Standing Long Jump competition, offering prizes in
numerous age categories. 

The Police Station and Fire House were open for
tours. 

Upon entry, participants signed in and were given a
raffle ticket. Prizes were drawn throughout the day,
and those whose names who were drawn did not have
to be present to win. Prizes included a number of
kitchen safety objects and toys for the younger win-
ners.

Photo by HOWARD KASH
Tyler Kash, 3, son of Howard Kash, a computer scientist at
the U.S. Army Research Laboratory, gets first-hand soccer
instruction from Baltimore Blast player Billy Nelson.

Photo by YVONNE JOHNSON
Grandmaster Irving Soto of the APG Police breaks wooden boards with his
elbow, then with his fist, as his longtime student Stephen Taylor holds them
steady and demonstrates jump techniques during the martial arts demonstration. 

Photo by YVONNE JOHNSON
Flames leap from a burning Christmas tree
ignited by firefighters to demonstrate how
easily un-watered trees can become fire
hazards. 

Photo by YVONNE JOHNSON
APG Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Elvis Irby puts out the fire.

Photo by YVONNE JOHNSON
APG firefighters use teamwork to extinguish a fire during the Auto Fire Demonstration.
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“Nothing Up My
Sleeve’s” Spongebob
Squarepants enter-
tains attendees. 

Photo by REBECCA J. CHISHOLM
The APG Garrison’s Command Sgt. Maj. Elvis Irby saws the windshield to remove it during
the vehicle extraction demonstration.

Photo by YVONNE JOHNSON
Dressed in firefighting gear, APG Garrison commander Col. John T. Wright puts out a kitchen fire in the APG Fire Department’s fire prevention mobile unit during the installation’s first
Community Awareness Day Oct. 15.
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“Nothing Up My
Sleeve’s” stilt walker
towers over the
other entertainment.

Photo by REBECCA J. CHISHOLM
The APG fire department’s crew
disassembles a car during the auto

extraction demo.

Photo by REBECCA J. CHISHOLM
The 389th Army Band (AMC’s Own) Jazz Combo provides musical entertainment during the
Community Awareness day festivities. From left, Sgt. Curtis Kerns, Sgt. Daniel Moyer, Spc.
Rodolfo Furtado, Sgt. David Jimenez and Sgt. Sean-David McGoran.
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